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once freed itself from its woes. ' This must end 'em V I said, this was a curious fact, as it shewed deliberate suicide in a reptile. Johnson would not admit the fact. He said, Maupertuis3 was of opinion that it does not kill itself, but dies of the heat; that it gets to the centre of the circle, as the coolest place; that its turning its tail in upon its head is merely a convulsion, and that it does not sting itself. He said he would be satisfied if the great anatomist Morgagni, after dissecting a scorpion on which the experiment had been tried, should certify that its sting had penetrated into its head.
1 The words that Addison's Cato uses as he lays his hand on his sword. Act v. sc. I.
8 I should think it impossible not to wonder at the variety of Johnson's reading, however desultory it may have been. Who could have imagined that the High Church of Englandman would be so prompt in quoting Maiipertuts^ho, I am sorry to think, stands in the list of those unfortunate mistaken men, who call themselves espritsforts. I have, however, a high respect for that Philosopher whom the Great Frederick of Prussia loved and honoured, and addressed pathetically in one of his Poems,—
' Maupertttis, cher Maitpertuis,
Que noire me est pen de chose!'
There was in Maupertuis a vigour and yet a tenderness of sentiment, united with strong intellectual powers, and uncommon ardour of soul. Would he had been a Christian! I cannot help earnestly venturing to hope that he is one now. BOSWELL. Voltaire writing to D'Alem-bert on Aug. 25, 1759, says:—'Que dites-vous de Maupertuis, mort entre deux capucins ?' Voltaire's Works, Ixii. 94. The stanza from which Boswell quotes is as follows:—
' 0 Maupertuis, cher Maupertuis,
Que notre vie est peu de chose!
Cette fleur, qui brille ^.ujourd'hui,
Demain se fane a peine eclose;
Tout pent, tout est emporte
Par la dure fatalite
Des arrets de la destinee;
Votre vertu, vos grands talents
Ne pourront obtenir du temps
Le seul delai d'une journee.'
La -vie est un Songe.    QEuvres de Frederic II (edit. 1849), x. 40.
He is thr /•./«///• fa tit? A'.WA//^, viii, i»f 23.   He also finds support fur hm bdh'f in ' ihosr paw;tK««.i \\\ /•,/;,,/, where the prophet spwika of new Hcavwm, untl si ww Kurth. ut ih«-Lion as eating straw like tin: Ox, &c/    Vol. ii. pp. x, 4.just to name Baco: and Montesquieu.'                              3 See post, May 8 and 13, 1778.
